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Gone, Gone, Gone :(
This month I’m on a rant! I’m p-o’d

at the National Store of China (aka.
Wal-Mart) and I’ll tell you why… but
first let me back track a bit.

Like other VW owners, I am also a
collector of VW toys, paraphernalia
and die-cast VW’s and of course
anything “Herbie.”

When I found out about the huge
radio controlled Herbie car I wanted
one. Unfortunately when they came
out I was jobless and it wasn’t high on
my priority list. Then when I got a job I
couldn’t find them. The only ones I
could find were on ebay and going
for over $150. Definitely out of my
price range. I figured I would just
have to wait until one day when the
stars were aligned, the wind was
blowing just right and the Braves won
another World Series before I would
be able to find one at a more reason-
able price. In other words it seemed
destined to be one of those things
that I wasn’t going to be able to get.

Right before the holidays I thought

I might luck out. I figured Wal-
Mart would carry them for the
Christmas season. I went to
every Wal-Mart in my area
almost nightly hoping to find
one, but all I could find was the green
or orange Type II seen in the Herbie
Fully Loaded movie. While I would
have loved to have one of those, it
was the Herbie car itself that was my
goal.

Christmas came and went and still
no RC Herbie’s to be found. Two days
later I happened to be in Wal-Mart
and on an end cap sat three of the
prized toys on sale for $99! Even
though I only had $12 in my pocket, I
was overjoyed and promptly put one
in my cart and headed to lay-away.
Inside I could feel my chest puffed
out a little in triumph!

Finally the prize I sought would be
mine! The hair on my neck tingled in
anticipation. As I made my way to
lay-away I realized I had not felt this
way since my early childhood when I

couldn’t sleep for days before
Christmas. As I turned down the aisle
to lay-away I had a sudden sense of
foreboding - the lights were out and
as I got near my dread was realized –
the lights were out, no clerks were at
the registered. Frantic I accosted an
employee coming from the back. “Is
lay-away closed?” I asked. “Yes,”
came the curt reply, “until the first of
the year.” Oh no! A sudden pain in
my chest as I was suddenly deflated
by the news! “How can that be?” I
asked the disappearing employee,
who seemed not to hear me. He just
shrugged his arms and walked on.

Over the next few minutes the pain
changed to anger and then rage.
How and why can the nations num-
ber one retail store close down an
entire department right after
Christmas! Absurd! And they com-
plain about profits being down! Well
of course they’ll be down, they put
obstacles in front of customers mak-
ing it hard and difficult to spend their
money!

Now days later I’m counting down
the minutes until my next pay day
and just praying my RC Herbie will still
be on the shelf when the calendar
turns. The pain and the anger are
gone but the dull ache of defeat
remains – all because of a toy and a
store that wasn’t customer friendly!

Update:
I’m all smiles now ‘ cause  they still
had three of the RC Herbies when I
went back on January 1st. I put all
three in layaway! It made quite a
buzz in the Layaway department
when I wheeled in my cart filled with
the three Herbies. Turned out two of
the clerks had aircooled VWs and
after talking ‘Volkswageneese’ with
them for thirty minutes I finally got out
of there with a smile on my face and
a hole in my wallet. I’m so excited
about my Herbie’s I can hardly see
straight!

-Charlton (a.k.a. “Bugz”)
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Office Supplies
AV Supplies & Equipment
Basic Supplies & Labels
Binders & Accessories
Breakroom & Janitorial
Business Cases
Calendars & Planners
Custom Printing
Desk Accessories
Filing & Storage
Paper, Forms, Envelopes
Pens, Pencils & Markers
Printer & Fax Supplies
School Supplies

Furniture
Armoires
Bookcases & Shelving
Carts & Stands
Chairmats & Floor Mats
Chairs
Computer Desks
Desk Collections
File & Storage Cabinets
Lamps & Light Bulbs
Office Furnishings
Panel Systems & LAN Furniture
Tables
Workstations

Technology
AV Supplies & Equipment
Cameras & Scanners
Computer Accessories
Computer Media
Computers & Monitors
Copier & Fax Machines
Data Storage & Networking
Office Machines
PDAs & Organizers
Phones & Accessories
Printer & Fax Supplies
Printers & All-In-Ones
Software, Books & Maps
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It’s A Date...

______The Beetle received it’s
‘split’ rear window.

______Porsche were forced to
abandon development of the
Beetle in favour of military vehi-
cles.

______Initial target of 1,000
Beetles built in a month was
reached resulting in the 10,000
Beetle being assembled.

______The first Beetle to have a
horn ring added to the steering
wheel and the simplified version
of the Wolfsburg crest on the bon-
net.

______Last ‘silver edition’ Beetle
imported into the UK.

______Beetle and split screen
transporter officially launched for
sale to the public.

______Introduction of the 1300
semi-automatic Beetle and bay-
window camper.

______Introduction of the 1302
Beetle and the 1500 Beetle dis-
continued.

______The first of the oval rear
window Beetles.

______Adolf Hitler appointed
Porsche to build his vision of 'the
peoples car'.

______Final three prototypes
were sent for road testing over a
distance of 30,000 miles.

______The first Beetle with a twin
tailpipe exhaust.

______The first European Beetles
to have their semaphores
replaced by flashing indicators.
Also the introduction of the 34bhp
engine.

______Launch of the special edi-
tion ‘Jeans Beetle’.

______Porsche produced the
‘bucket car’ built on a
Volkswagen chassis.

______The first of the large rec-
tangular rear window Beetles.

______Production of the Beetle
at Wolfsburg Germany ceased.

______Production of the 100,000
Beetle.

______The first Beetle to have the
Wolfsburg crest removed from the
bonnet.

______The first beetles with all
windows enlarged.

______Last Cabriolet built for US
market.

______Production of the Beetle
at Hanover Germany ceased.

______Construction work began
on Volkswagen factory Hanover.

______The introduction of the
1300 Beetle.

______First right-hand drive
Beetles were exported to the UK
market.

______The introduction of the
1500 Beetle with front disc brakes
and four stud wheels.

______British army resumed pro-
duction of the beetle and the fac-
tory was named Wolfsburg Motor
Works.

______The first beetles with 12v
electric’s, upright headlights and
small engine lids.

______Porsche produced an
amphibious jeep called
‘Schwimmwagen’ and built on a
volkswagen chassis.

______Introduction of the 1303
Beetle, and Mexico celebrated
the production of their 21 millionth
Beetle.

Answers to last issues 
Anagrams

1. undo our tab (10) 
Answer: ROUNDABOUT

2. round gin barn (7,5)
A: RUNNING BOARD

3. wild snow pit (5,6)
A: SPLIT WINDOW

4. tight quarrel (12)
A: QUARTERLIGHT

5. four hands (3,6)
A: FAN SHROUD

6. handiness now (4,3,5) 
A: SHOW AND SHINE

7. a chubby egg (5,5)
A: BEACH BUGGY

8. dining eel (6,3) 
A: ENGINE LID

9. twirliest whale (9,5) 
A: WHITEWALL TIRES

10. turbo tracer (11)
A: CARBURETOR

11. gas lit hilt (9)
A: TAILLIGHT

12. bus perm (7)
A: BUMPERS

13. od bad rash (9)
A: DASHBOARD

14. fowl grubs (9)
A: WOLFSBURG

15. fewer ovals (6,4)
A: FLOWER VASE

16. he daft or ill (5,6)
A: Adolf Hitler

17. boiler cat (9)
A: CABRIOLET

18. apple cores (7,3) 
A: PEOPLES CAR

19. cool aider (9) 
A: AIRCOOLED

20. spare home (9)
A: SEMAPHORE

We all know that ovals are 50s and Jeans means 70s right? but how many
of you know your VW  history? We’ve given you all the dates below to
match up with the events listed underneath. Each year appears only once
in the list so pens at the ready and we’ll begin...

1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1942 1945 1946 1949
1950 1952 1953 1955 1957 1959 1960 1962 1964 1965
1966 1967 1968 1970 1971 1973 1974 1975 1978 1980

The R32 has the highest standard
specification of any model in the
Golf range, and includes 18-inch
alloy wheels, bi-xenon headlights,
as well as 2Zone Climatronic air
conditioning, a ten-speaker audio
system and rain sensor wipers with
auto-dimming rear view mirror.

Powered by a 3.2-litre V6 250 hp
petrol engine, the R32 features
4MOTION four-wheel drive as stan-
dard.

Continued from page 5
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A Look Back - Classic Volkswagen Print Ads -1961




